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OTA announces revised footprint for East-
West Connector project 
A revised footprint for the East-West Connector turnpike corridor in Norman, 
Moore, Oklahoma City and Cleveland County is available for viewing on 
the www.accessoklahoma.com website today. Residents and property owners will 
see that the extents of the rights-of-way now needed for the Oklahoma Turnpike 
Authority project are anticipated to be significantly reduced after the removal of 
proposed frontage roads and three interchanges. 

“The OTA met with municipal leaders of all communities impacted by this new 
turnpike route in early 2022 to see how the project could align with local 
infrastructure needs. Ultimately, frontage roads are a local decision, and we 
respect the City of Norman's choice to not add to their transportation 
infrastructure,” OTA Executive Director Joe Echelle said. “With this decision made, 
OTA has worked as quickly as possible to provide updated information to property 
owners in the area in order to provide certainty for all those impacted. 

“While these changes create some up-front redesign costs for OTA, the removal of 
the frontage roads and three interchanges also will save millions of dollars in 
design, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation and construction costs,” 
Echelle said. 

Initially, the 28-mile new alignment will connect the I-44/Tri-City area of Newcastle, 
Blanchard and Tuttle at SH-37/N.W. 32nd St. and cross the South Canadian River 
east to I-35. Ultimately, the corridor will continue northeast to I-40 to connect to the 
Kickapoo Turnpike. The East-West Connector is a segment of the Oklahoma City 
Outer Loop, first envisioned by state and municipal leaders more than 30 years 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phhnqtzb.r.us-2Dwest-2D2.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Flnks.gd-252Fl-252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDEuNTExMTMyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURJc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNREV1TlRFeE1EQTBPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1d2FXdGxjR0Z6Y3k1amIyMHZJbjAuc1B5LWVyVTlDYnVhdUNYejJXcXlTOGxwYnVMRWhzUFRLMzhlcFVJSVltQS9zLzQ5NTExNjczMC9ici8xMjM5NjAyMjY0NTItbCJ9.8q51xpJEGm5iOsg5EqNXKZjB82FUBUaHyToNsBv8Bp4-252Fs-252F495116730-252Fbr-252F123965339898-2Dl_1_010101904acd1ce3-2D4b184c14-2D463c-2D4332-2D8056-2Da47a724fd1d8-2D000000_QzcNO7WXabwW6KLvsGTbuhEhrrE-3D380&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=DdILvmamWA8AsnkruFsGP2cg3i1b3HEGGklGtyRvqEdhfRM9hldd2NOFDXQKyeCx&s=IQ1mMuNtnQAfGD7KFis_wH2WQCKZ5Ag_yGZRZjc3pUk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phhnqtzb.r.us-2Dwest-2D2.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Flnks.gd-252Fl-252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDEuNTExMTMyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURNc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNREV1TlRFeE1EQTBPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM1IzYVhSMFpYSXVZMjl0TDA5TFZIVnlibkJwYTJVaWZRLk12ekJSaksyM0dsQWdlbmJud0pyZjZjQ0RQTFZFdmp1cHVjU2xjYkZCS1kvcy80OTUxMTY3MzAvYnIvMTIzOTYwMjI2NDUyLWwifQ.rXkNww4g3cZQzw628Q7S55Z3AJFbR0ozCyq0rBh4av8-252Fs-252F495116730-252Fbr-252F123965339898-2Dl_1_010101904acd1ce3-2D4b184c14-2D463c-2D4332-2D8056-2Da47a724fd1d8-2D000000_YSrvL1LqZfMTldiAlTuPrvw5yNA-3D380&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=DdILvmamWA8AsnkruFsGP2cg3i1b3HEGGklGtyRvqEdhfRM9hldd2NOFDXQKyeCx&s=_zoFzT8BgrQVc2paRk1IZ2zkjHvphQem8IJgq4MwyWg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phhnqtzb.r.us-2Dwest-2D2.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Flnks.gd-252Fl-252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDEuNTExMTMyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURRc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNREV1TlRFeE1EQTBPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1bVlXTmxZbTl2YXk1amIyMHZUMHRVZFhKdWNHbHJaU0o5Lm1KYXVNR1NTbGxoQjlPM1FIQmU5amFaV3BQNFNGenU3XzY0WWRkVzZGbWsvcy80OTUxMTY3MzAvYnIvMTIzOTYwMjI2NDUyLWwifQ.J2JfZj8BxpWovGhxFYI9cZGz-5FHszJP6j-5FC8PNHed2Ow-252Fs-252F495116730-252Fbr-252F123965339898-2Dl_1_010101904acd1ce3-2D4b184c14-2D463c-2D4332-2D8056-2Da47a724fd1d8-2D000000_m42IQU54kyzDCSyUhqY0SjEk-2DTE-3D380&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=DdILvmamWA8AsnkruFsGP2cg3i1b3HEGGklGtyRvqEdhfRM9hldd2NOFDXQKyeCx&s=3MsC4b1QQvV25yCBwSaW8VpG9yIzuJWjySQSZLfuEYo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links-2D2.govdelivery.com_CL0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.accessoklahoma.com_1_01010191ec6dc94d-2Dc370f1ba-2Defbe-2D49b5-2Db381-2D3211effc6e64-2D000000_KLWirhhvoCRjA4TKovdZsVRJlbp9jZtrncN5EOCryY0-3D370&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=jJ7t5TBzp5w00lQD0sJZx0xu93S-_Pz8GnczY6SBnDXCJOtMb0BiAgGbGu3B_7cg&s=j-g5tovBYXQ8kcar11MIP1QeQgt_TmDkKxMZPm4rE9c&e=


ago. It will serve as another east-west high-speed expressway facility to move 
traffic across the metro area and provides an additional river crossing. 

“Engineering design work is ongoing for the first segment of the East-West 
Connector between I-44 and I-35 and we expect to know the full extent of property 
acquisition needs for this project by the end of this year. While we had expected to 
reach 60 percent design completion in October, it will take some additional time to 
rework the design plans to remove the frontage roads and additional interchanges 
at 36th St., Broadway and 48th Ave.,” OTA Deputy Director and Chief Engineer T.J. 
Dill said. “This new, high-speed corridor will connect with the state highway and 
interstate system at I-44, I-35 and SH-77H/Sooner Rd./12th Ave. N.E.” 

Check out the full update from OTA Executive Director Joe Echelle on ACCESS 
Oklahoma long-range plan projects at https://youtu.be/z_NmWlt8SVE 
 

*** 
ACCESS Oklahoma is a 15-year long-range plan that will provide needed 
upgrades to the existing turnpike system statewide and includes new routes that 
complete the Oklahoma City Outer Loop and provide a reliever route for the 
Southern I-35 Corridor. Thanks to the agency’s ongoing cashless conversion, it is 
now possible to add several interchanges to the existing turnpike system that will 
create new access to communities and improve emergency response times. Learn 
more about all long-range plan projects at www.accessoklahoma.com 
 

 
 
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority Executive Director Joe Echelle provides an ACCESS 
Oklahoma update, including initial details of a revised footprint for the East-West 
Connector corridor in Norman, Moore, Oklahoma City and Cleveland County. Click the 
image to access the video. 

https://youtu.be/z_NmWlt8SVE
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links-2D2.govdelivery.com_CL0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.accessoklahoma.com_2_01010191ec6dc94d-2Dc370f1ba-2Defbe-2D49b5-2Db381-2D3211effc6e64-2D000000_31Djb8N1Y32G8scj9RO0srRARjQ-2DHzlLFWDfYhfLYaw-3D370&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=jJ7t5TBzp5w00lQD0sJZx0xu93S-_Pz8GnczY6SBnDXCJOtMb0BiAgGbGu3B_7cg&s=3b1siHf6gWsKLGNVA43Q0KfZnPwkFR7eZNRZ_GLsCTo&e=


 

This map graphic shows a before view of the East-West Connector corridor at 36th Avenue N.W. in 
Norman with frontage roads and a proposed interchange shown. 



 

The above map graphic shows the revised footprint of the East-West Connector corridor at 36th 
Avenue N.W. in Norman. By removing the proposed frontage road and interchange, this area of the 
project will require less right-of-way. 
 

 
 

 

 

Please click everyone's seat belt each and every time you drive. 
Check www.oktraffic.org for real-time traffic information 

OTA strongly discourages texting while driving. 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__phhnqtzb.r.us-2Dwest-2D2.awstrack.me_L0_www.oktraffic.org_1_010101904acd1ce3-2D4b184c14-2D463c-2D4332-2D8056-2Da47a724fd1d8-2D000000_-2DWFgkBkRbWpTIKzauNukBrYiVbk-3D380&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=DdILvmamWA8AsnkruFsGP2cg3i1b3HEGGklGtyRvqEdhfRM9hldd2NOFDXQKyeCx&s=ExKLKkusmNFgt5s5G8h1_ST4WVw7kN02lhh2iCD0JIc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__phhnqtzb.r.us-2Dwest-2D2.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.drivesafelyoklahoma.com_1_010101904acd1ce3-2D4b184c14-2D463c-2D4332-2D8056-2Da47a724fd1d8-2D000000_hhaa1RdIWgCn5FVF9GtaGoWGYFQ-3D380&d=DwMGaQ&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=DdILvmamWA8AsnkruFsGP2cg3i1b3HEGGklGtyRvqEdhfRM9hldd2NOFDXQKyeCx&s=qPMW64m2R9eSnorLxGtC6FquXMAPUZ1QbAfSBdwS2_o&e=
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